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Teachers throughout the country will undoubtedly find many 
interesting suggestions in the report of the Committee on "Syllabi 
of Four- Year Courses in French, German and Spanish for High 
Schools" published in this number. It is believed that it will 
also provide interesting material for study in college classes in 
methods in teaching. In order to give wider distribution to this 
carefully prepared report, we have been requested by the Com- 
mittee to issue at cost price a limited number of reprints. These 
may be obtained from the Business Manager, Professor Arthur G. 
Host, Troy High School, Troy, New York. The price for a 
single copy is ten cents postage prepaid, and on orders of $1.00 
or more five cents each, postage prepaid. Remittances should be 
sent in each case with order, and if stamps are sent they should 
be loose, not pasted to the letter. Since the edition is limited, 
persons desiring copies should order them at once. 

The Literary Review of October 4th contains an interesting 
account of recent Dante publications by Professor Kenneth 
McKenzie of the University of Illinois. Among the American 
publications noted are Professor Jefferson B. Fletcher's "Symbol- 
ism of the Divine Comedy;" Professor Ernest H. Wilkins' "Dante, 
Poet and Apostle;" Professor Melville Best Anderson's transla- 
tion "The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri;" The Dante 
Sexcentenary Lectures delivered at Rice Institute; and the 
"Medieval Studies in Commemoration of the Sixth Centenary of 
Dante's Death" published in Studies in Philology. 

In the same issue of the Literary Review, Professor Richard T. 
Holbrook reviews "The Portraits of Dante" by Frank Jewett 
Mather Jr. 

The Hispanic Society of America has published a series of 
seven volumes dealing with the prominent Cubans, Argentines, 
Peruvians, Paraguayans, Chileans and Bolivians of today. These 
books constitute a veritable "Who's Who" of a considerable part 
of the Spanish-speaking world and will be indispensable to anyone 
who desires up-to-date information concerning outstanding 
political and literary figures in those countries. 

American Field Service Fellowships, not to exceed fifteen in 
number, are offered for the year 1923-24 and will be of the value 
of $200 plus 8,000 francs and are tenable for one year. They are 
renewable for a second year upon application, provided circum- 
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stances warrant it. Information concerning qualifications and 
conditions of the award may be obtained from the Executive 
Secretary, Br. I. L. Kandel, 522 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
All applications must be filed with the Executive Secretary not 
later, than January 1, 1923. 

Miss Georgiana G. King, Professor of the History of Art in 
Bryn Mawr College, has recently published an interesting essay 
entitled "The Play of the Sibyl Cassandra." Miss King discusses 
this play of Gil Vicente, devoting especial attention to the 
representation of the sibyls in painting and sculpture. The book 
gives additional proof of the close relationship that existed be- 
tween the drama and the plastic and pictorial arts in the Middle 
Ages. 

Professor S. L. M. Rosenberg of Girard College has been 
appointed Assistant Professor of Spanish in the Southern Branch 
of the University of California. 

Mr. William L. Fichter, formerly of the United States Naval 
Academy, has accepted a position as Professor of French and 
Spanish at Girard College, Philadelphia. 

Professor Hugh A. Smith has returned to the University of 
Wisconsin after a year spent in Europe. Part of that time he 
visited certain French Universities, particularly Grenoble, Stras- 
bourg and Paris, under the auspices of the Institute of International 
Education. He lectured at the University of Paris during the 
second semester before the group of students who are training for 
foreign professorships. In this connection he spoke of American 
Universities and the training and qualifications necessary for the 
French professor in our institutions. He also gave a series of 
public lectures on American Universities and the r&le of the 
French professor in Franco-American relations. 

Professor Smith found that there are more students than 
formerly in the Universities who would like to come to America 
to teach at least for a time. 

Notes from Idaho 

The Modern Language Department of the University of 
Idaho has started with a very large enrollment of students studying 
languages. The Spanish Department outnumbered the other 
departments, but the German shows some gain over the preceding 
years, particularly in advanced classes. A class in Middle High 
German is given for the first time since the War. 
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Professor Philip Warner Harry of Colby College has been 
appointed professor of Romance Languages at Franklin and 
Marshall College, Lancaster, Pa. He is succeeded at Colby by 
Mr. Everett F. Strong, a graduate of Wesleyan University. 

Some of the new appointments are as follows: — Miste Sarah 
Enwight as head of the Modern Language Department of Edward 
Little High School, Auburn; Miss Deborah Morton as head of the 
Modern Language Department at Westbrook Seminary; Miss 
Elizabeth M. Whittier as teacher of French at the Westbrook 
High School; Miss Alice Ward Jones as teacher of Spanish in the 
Biddeford High School; Mr. Floyd Whitcomb as instructor in 
Romance Languages at the University of Maine. 

Professor Samuel F. Harms of Bates College has returned 
to his work at Lewiston after a year spent in study and travel in 
Spain. 

Professor Hamilton Ford Allen, formerly of Washington and 
Jefferson College, has been appointed head of the Department 
of Romance Languages at New Hampshire State College. 

Roy M. Peterson 

Notes from Western Pennsylvania 

The first meeting of the Modern Language Association of 
Pittsburgh was held on Saturday, October 28th, and was addressed 
by Dr. William M. Davidson, Superintendent of the Pittsburgh 
schools, who discussed the topic "An Ideal for the Modern Lan- 
guage Course." The meeting was in charge of Dr. Felix Castaldo 
of the South High School, the new president of the Association. 

Dr. C. A. F. Ruge of the University of Pittsburgh has been 
appointed Professor of German in Bluffton College, Bluffton, 
Ohio. 

Miss Blossom L. Henry of the University of Pittsburgh has 
taken advantage of a year's leave of absence in order to continue 
her studies at the Sorbonne. 

Notes from Iowa 

Early in the spring the Department of Romance Languages 
at the State University offered its annual theatrical offering. To 
celebrate the tercentenary of the birth of Moliere, members of 
the classes in French staged an excellent production of "Le 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme." The Spanish Department presented 
a series of three one-act pieces, "Mafiana de sol," "The Olives" 
(in English) and "Sabado sin sol." 

Professor Antonio Heras, recently of the University of Min- 
nesota, is the latest addition to the Spanish staff at the State 
University. 
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The language departments at the State University in co- 
operation with the Extension Division and the College of Educa- 
tion plan to hold a conference for foreign language teachers early 
in the spring. 

Professor Kanthlener has resigned as head of the department 
of Romance Languages at Morningside College. 

Miss Helene Landsberg has gone to the department of Romance 
Languages at Ellsworth College. She succeeds Miss Martha 
Lenhardt who goes to Morningside. 

Professor J. C. Bergman has left his position at Graceland 
College to carry on graduate study at the State University. 

Cleveland 

A meeting of the Modern Language Section of the North- 
eastern Ohio Teachers' Association was held at Western Reserve 
University on Friday, October 27th. The Chairman was Miss 
Miriam Thomas of the Rayen School, Youngstown, Ohio. Mrs. 
Bertha D. Crowe of the South High School, Akron, spoke on the 
subject of "Developing a Vocabulary;" Miss Martha W. Emer- 
son of the Glenville High School, Cleveland, and Miss Ella 
Moore Brown, Rayen School, Youngstown, spoke of their experi- 
ence in study in France and Spain; and Mr. Channing Craig of 
Columbus Academy, Columbus, and Miss Miriam Thomas 
spoke on the "College Entrance Examination." 

Correspondence-Exchange with Germany 

The German Department at the University of Wisconsin has 
received a communication which it believes deserves wide circula- 
tion among the German teachers of the country. I am therefore 
giving below the substance of what the sender calls an Appeal to 
the teachers of the German language in the United States. 

B. Q. Morgan 

Since the re-establishment of peaceful relations between 
Germany and the United States, the undersigned as representative 
of the Deutsche Zentralstelle fur intemationalen Briefwechsel 
(founded in 1897 in Leipzig) has received from the most diverse 
quarters numerous and repeated inquires as to whether a clearing- 
house for correspondence between the two countries had not been 
created. (The writer points out that the recent increases in 
German enrolments indicate a possibility of renewing the old 
connections.) 

We in Germany are more interested than ever in securing 
accurate knowledge of the United States, and in gaining for our- 
selves the advantages of the progress that has been made there in 
many branches of culture. . . . Now that many indications are 
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pointing more and more to a gradual shift of the centre of gravity 
of the Anglo-Saxon world from London to Washington, we must 
seek to spread abroad among our people more correct ideas as to 
the thoughts, feelings, and abilities of the Americans. Corre- 
spondence between school-pupils, if taken up on a considerable 
scale, can do its share toward this end. And to the Americans 
as well it will without doubt bring much that is valuable from the 
land which despite the lost war remains the land of Beethoven and 
of Goethe. 

Hence the invitation is herewith extended to the teaching body 
on both sides of the ocean to support our common cultural work 
by the nomination of suitable boys and girls as correspondents. 

Pupils are not to apply to Leipzig themselves, but are to be 
nominated by their teachers — thus affording a certain guarantee 
that only suitable persons are participating. Teachers are re- 
quested to send in their lists in alphabetical order, with the 
following information: 1) Full name. 2) Father's profession. 
3) Age. 4) Class. 5) School. 6) Address. Boys and girls should 
be listed separately, and the most competent should be starred. 

Addresses will be sent from Leipzig to the German teachers. 
Their pupils will then begin the correspondence with a letter in 
their native tongue and in Roman script; the Americans also are to 
write first in their mother tongue. Later the languages can alter- 
nate, or the letters be written half in German, half in English. 
The mistakes in the foreign language will be corrected by the 
correspondent in his own tongue and sent back with the answer. 
Each pupil is to write at least once a month. Questions of politics 
and religion are to be touched upon, if at all, only after consider- 
able time has elapsed and by mutual consent, and even then 
should be treated with caution and tact. 

Adults, especially merchants and university students, . may 
also make application in their own behalf, and will be cared for 
as far as possible. No guarantee can be given that a corre- 
spondent will be found, but it is hoped that there will be steadily 
increasing interest and participation on both sides of the ocean. 

Address all communications to 

Prof. Dr. Martin Hartmann, 

Leipzig-Gohlis, Fechnerstr. 6. 

The fee for each desired address is 10 cents, fees to be sent 
in American paper money in registered letters, or by check. 

Notes from North Carolina 

Analysis of the enrollment figures for modern languages in 
North Carolina reveals some interesting facts in comparison with 
similar data for preceding years. The totals with remarks from 
several institutions show that, as a whole, modern languages are 
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making a reasonable gain. Meredith reports about the same 
number as last year, but some other institutions show a marked 
increase. German, however, has declined very noticeably in 
colleges for women, — three of them reporting no students of that 
language, and two others a very slight percentage in comparison 
with French, which on the whole has three to four times the en- 
rollment of Spanish and approximately fourteen times the enroll- 
ment of German. Still, Spanish is showing a healthy growth 
and an appreciable number of students come to college this year 
equipped with two years of Spanish. Another noticeable change 
in the preparation of students entering college is that more and 
more study French in high school and are bettei prepared than 
hitherto. Some colleges have nearly the whole student body 
studying modern languages; e.g., Guilford 178 out of 225 and 
N. C. C. W. 935 out of 1300, — some of whom come under special 
classification and do not have time to devote to languages and 
many others have taken them up earlier in the course. 

There have been many changes in the faculties of the high 
schools, and also in the college modern language staffs. At 
Guilford College the new head is Miss Heddy H. Hoffman. At 
Salem College Miss Minnie Jameson Smith is head and her 
colleague is Miss Helen Hall from Agnes Scott. At the North 
Carolina College for Women several new members have been 
added to the department, — the latest being Mr. D. R. Touriel, a 
linguist of ability, who graduated from the University of Burgos 
and spent several years at the Sorbonne. 

W. S. Barney 

Southern California Notes 

The Modern Language Association of Southern California is 
starting in on the work of the year with the brightest of prospects. 
The membership at the close of the school year was about 175, 
almost as large as in pre-war times when there were a large number 
of members in the German section. Some very interesting 
programs have been given and the publication of a "Bulletin" 
has given a more definite trend to this interest. An alliance has 
been effected with the Local Chapter of the Association of Teachers 
of Spanish whereby the latter becomes the Spanish section of the 
other. The membership is not identical but nearly so. Both the 
Spanish and the French sections have held special entertain- 
ments of interest to the general public, establishing very friendly 
relations with the French and Spanish colonies of the community. 

In December we hope to have with us the representatives of 
the American Association of Teachers of Spanish as our guests 
at their annual meeting in Los Angeles. 

We were very sorry to bid farewell to Mr. Felipe de Setien and 
his wife who have been with us for three years and who have 
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returned to Spain. In their stead we welcome Doctor Jose 
Pijoan who comes to the same chair in the University of Southern 
California. His vast knowledge of literature, art, and architecture 
will, we hope, overflow in interesting lectures for the benefit of 
our Association. 

As these notes are sent in almost at the "beginning of the 
school year, not much can be said of the prospects for the present 
year except that all our high schools and colleges are crowded 
as never before. The total school population of the District of 
Los Angeles has increased from ninety to one hundred fifty thou- 
sand in three years. A similar expansion is evident in the entire 
region so that it has been very hard for boards of education to 
meet the needs for enlarged equipment, buildings, and teachers. 
Just one line from some pages of statistics will be suggestive. In 
the ten largest high schools of the State, there was last year an 
enrollment of 25,000 pupils and a teaching force of 1200. Of 
these teachers, 27 taught French and 54 Spanish. Of the pupils, 
about 3100 were enrolled in French and 8000 in Spanish. In all 
but two of these schools there are third and fourth year classes in 
both French and Spanish courses. In the smaller high schools of 
the State, with enrollments of from 100 to 300 the proportion 
between pupils in French and Spanish is about one to eight. 
Even in the schools in which the enrollment runs up to 500, there 
are very few pupils taking third-year work in modern language. 

C. Scott Williams 

Hollywood High School 
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A FIRST FRENCH COURSE. By Louis A. Roux. The Mac- 
millan Company, New York, 1920. 247 pp.+vocab. 

Unlike beauty, a French grammar is not "its own excuse for 
being." The very number of such texts, the competitive element 
in this as in other fields of modern production, has inevitably 
created a critical public whose demands for excellence of a high 
order must be met if a new text is not to have the fate of so many, 
which launched on the crest of some fashion in language teaching 
or by skillful advertising sink into disuse when class-room exigen- 
cies reveal their less obvious but very real defects. Teachers of 
French, disillusioned by frequent experiences with unsatisfactory 
classroom texts and becoming increasingly exacting, demand of a 
new text that it shall furnish ample justification for its existence 
before they are willing to try it in and on their classes. 



